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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

AMERICA 
 

July 4, 1776 

 

 

 

 

please consider being 
an usher to  

welcome folks 
Signup sheet in Foyer 

 

VALENTINE       

METHODIST 

WOMEN CIRCLES 

 

Meetings will resume in  

September 
Meet the 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m.  

or 3rd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. 

Pat Young   402.376.1654 

Lila O’Keefe 402.322.9998 
 

 

Prayer Chain 
Prayer is established on the foun-
dation that God hears our prayers 

and responds. 
 

Janet Cady  
 605.378.3895 home 

 Prayer requests begin with Janet. 
 

UMC Facebook for: 
Updates, Cancelations  

Postponements 

STAY INFORMED 
Church Website: 

www.umcvalentine.com 
Church Email: 

theoffice@qwestoffice.net 
Church Facebook Page: 

Valentine UMC 
 

August  Newsletter 

deadline is July 20 

July, 2020 

United Methodist Church News 

804 East 5th Street 

Valentine, Nebraska 69201 (402-376-3473) 

 

mailto:theoffice@qwestoffice.net


 
 

 

 

 
                                                       

                                                                                                            

 
 
    
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Funeral Committee 
Contacts: Janell Stoeger, Janet Cady 

 

Servers:  Lila Hicks, Sheryl Klein, Edith Schneider 

 

Cake/Salad Providers: 
Lila Hicks, Sheryl Klein, Edith Schneider, Kim Buckendahl,  

Maggie Cox, Holly Critchfield, Arlene Dunn,  

Jan Epke, Kassi Epke, Darlene Publow, Deb Reagle,  

Rosemary Thornton, Michelle Tinant, Susan Ward 

 

 

July Church Events 
  

 

July will see our Church return to “normal” 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

Sundays:  Adult Sunday School 8:30 am 

         Worship Service:  9:30 am 

Mondays:  Devotional Bible Study postponed 

July 12:  Return to “Normal” 

13:   Admin Committee Meeting 7:00 pm 

 

 
 

 

       

 

 July 12 begins Covid 19  
PHASE 3 - return to “normal”.  

Masks will be available as well as 
hand sanitizer and disinfectant 

wipes. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
 
 

 
 

 

“America , America, 

God shed his grace on 

thee!” 
 

“The Office” 
Kelly Hollopeter 

 
 

Have you moved, 

or changed your 

Phone number? 

Let “The Office” 

know so you can stay 

informed 



 
 

 

 

 PASTOR’S REPORT 

VALENTINE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

July has arrived with sunshine and warm weather! We have much to be thankful for so 

far this year. Our community has experienced only a couple of cases of Covid-19 with no 

fatalities, and that is truly a blessing for which we are very thankful. Our congregation has 

continued to express its faith in various ways including gathering during our livestream 

online. We have begun to meet again in-person, giving us the opportunity to at least see 

one another again. People have continued to be faithful to give. So, we have much to be 

thankful for during a difficult time. I will take this opportunity to say, “Thank you God 

for your love and faithfulness. Thank you for being present with us through this time. We 

trust in you because you alone are worthy of our trust.” 

Traditionally, Summer has been a time of travel and a change of pace, recreation and tak-

ing a break from the routine. This year it feels quite a lot different with all that’s happen-

ing around us. There’s a new focus on how different groups in our country are treated. 

There are still concerns about the pandemic. There are economic issues. These and other 

concerns affect our lives and how we behave toward one another. I think many of us are a 

bit fatigued by it all. Partly we wish we could fall into that blissful state of denial and re-

main there. Partly we wish things were ‘normal’. Yet, even in the summer, events unfold 

around us. 

How do we deal with it all without remaining in a state of denial and without being over-

whelmed? When I ask myself this question, the words of a familiar hymn come to mind, 

“On Christ the solid rock I stand. All other ground is sinking sand. All other ground is 

sinking sand.” In the midst of change and challenge there is One who remains solid and 

able. Christ is faithful, and as we seek to draw closer to him, to listen to him, and to follow 

him, we are set aright. Our shaky world becomes more solid, how we are to behave 

clearer, and hope for our future surer. It is from this base of our Solid Rock that we are 

able to respond appropriately to our circumstances, to show God’s love to others, and to 

receive that love ourselves. 

So this summer, as you seek peaceful respite, recreation, and diversion from your con-

cerns, remind yourself regularly to seek Christ, your solid rock. It is from that solid foun-

dation that you will experience God’s blessings and hear God’s voice. May your summer 

be filled with God’s presence, joyous surprises, and peace that surpasses all understand-

ing. 

Carpe Deum! 

Pastor A.G.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADMIN BOARD MINUTES                                                      JUNE 2020 
 

The Administrative Board met June 8, 2020 at 7:00pm in the Church fellowship hall. 

In attendance were Steve Brown, R.J. Luthy, Pastor A. G. Turner, Lila O’Keefe, Susan Ward, James Ward, Kelly Hollopeter 

Pat Young (via phone) and Julie Hoefs (via phone) 

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer. 

Joys/concerns were shared.  Lila O’Keefe lifted these requests up in prayer. 

Minutes of the May meeting were read.  Corrections: strike out “as of July 1, 2020” in paragraph 10 following the treas-

urer’s report.  Lila made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected and R.J. seconded.  Motion passed. 

Minutes of the Special meeting held May 28 were read.  Corrections:  Lori Luthy was in attendance.   Pat made a motion 

to approve as corrected and R. J. seconded.  Motion passed 

Treasurer’s Report:    Income: $10,113.59                                                                                                                                                                 

           Expenses:  $8,478.46                                                                                                                                        

           Bank Balance:  $37,057.21                                                                                                                                                                               

June 30 will be the last date to use the credit card online donation services through Great Plains with no service charges 

attached.  Pat will look at options to continue offering credit card online donation services.  The PPP program pay back 

has been extended from 8 weeks to 24 weeks.  Pat explained this does not give us more money, just more time to use 

the money.  At the end of the 24 weeks, we can apply to be forgiven of the loan and it will turn into a grant.   

Lila made a motion to approve the financial report, Susan seconded it – motion carried. 

SPRC committee:  Julie Hoefs reported they held a May meeting via “Zoom”.   Pastor’s assessment report was filled out 

and sent in.   

Trustee Report:  no report. R.J. gave a “pat on the back” to Lila for the cleaning of the front of the sanctuary. 

Christian Ed Committee:  Susan reported that Emily Giese is wanting to plan a carnival in fall to start the youth minis-

tries.  Suggestions to bring youth together during this pandemic recovery have been made.  Suggestions mentioned have 

been a movie night in front of the church and do a mail out of activity sheets to the children and their parents.  

Worship Committee:  Lila reported they met via “Zoom” in May.  Plans were being made to return to in-person services 

on June 21.  That date was moved to June 7 in the Special Meeting of the Ad Council on May 28. The worship committee 

will hold another meeting in the next couple of weeks.  Lila will send the minutes of the meeting to the Admin Commit-

tee. Lila ordered Praise/Band/Worship sheet music.   

Methodist Women:  They have not met because of Covid 19.  They are still contemplating a church garage sale.  “Sister’s 

in Faith” is planning a time for Kandi Young to come and share her ministry with them. 

Pastor’s Report:  We started in-person services June 7. Returning to “normal” will be done in phases. Phase one:  In per-

son services.  Phase one - follow the recommendations (wearing masks, social distancing, hand sanitizer and using disin-

fectant wipes).  Phase two: Begins June 28.   Phase two - relax the Phase 1 recommendations, but still allow for social 

distancing, masks, disinfectants, etc.  Phase 3: Begins July 12.  Phase 3 - “back to normal” (Return to church events and 

Children’s ministry).  (Pastor will email his complete report to the Admin Committee.) 

New Business: No new business  

R. J. closed the meeting with prayer  

Next Meeting:  July 13, 2020 @ 7:00 pm 

Respectively submitted July 13,2020 

Kelly Hollopeter, recording secretary 



 

Worship Committee Minutes 

The Worship Committee meeting was held June 15, 2020 with the following in attendance:  Pastor AG Turner, David Bachelor, Rusty 
& Dedee Markus, James and Susan Ward, Janet Cady, Roger Dunn, RJ Luthy, & Lila O’Keefe.  Joys and Concerns were shared and Lila 
opened the meeting with prayer. 

Discussion was held over resuming the Children's Sermons during worship.  We decided to resume them and add an activity page 
front and back to be handed out to the kids as they come into the sanctuary by the person that is doing the sermon that week.  The 
purpose of the front and back is so that there is something for the different ages of kids and give them something to work on when-
ever they want whether it is during church service or they can take them home.  It will also follow the lectionary as much as possible 
so they are all tied together.  If parents don’t want their child to go forward for the children’s sermon they can still listen to it from 
the pew and will have a paper that corresponds to the sermon. 

Lila will send out Liturgist Schedule to the readers once again to those that were on the schedule before and if anyone else wants to 
be a part of the service by helping with this, they can contact Lila at 402-322-9998 and she will be glad to add you to the rotation. 

Pastor handed out an in depth explanation of the Confession and Pardon that we are doing as part of the traditional service.  We will 
be continuing to do this as part of the service every week.  We will be adding one of the creeds such as the Apostles, Korean, or Nio-
cene Creeds, which is another part of the traditional service but many of us at the meeting felt it is something that is a good way to 
state your faith and beliefs.  Pastor AG will match the creed we do each week with the sermon and message selection. 

The topic of masks lent itself to lots of discussion.  We will be encouraging people to wear them yet this week during phase 1.   
Phase 2 begins June 28th and unless something changes with the reported COVID cases, we will no longer be requiring masks but it 
will be optional, Phase 3 begins July 12th and at that time if we don’t have more reported cases we will be back to normal worship 
and fellowship time. 

We discussed Communion for July.  Since July 12th is the beginning of phase 3 we will not have Communion until July 12th.  We dis-
cussed various options on partaking the elements.  Pastor will decide how he is doing it and will take care of the details. 

It has been a concern that we haven’t had a way to deliver sermons to those in nursing homes or assisted livings.  Rusty and Pastor 
have been trying to burn a DVD of the service but it hasn’t been working.   James will check with Steve Steele about the possibility of 
obtaining an FM radio transmitter so residents could tune their radio to a certain dial and be able to listen to a service the week fol-
lowing the service.   

The router for the internet has not been working so we have had to go back to using a cell phone to do the online services.  Rusty 
will talk with Kelly and get with Century Link to have them bring a different router.  It is believed that the Century Link routers are 
refurbished ones so Lila will check with Danielle Arganbright to see if she can find us one that is reliable to purchase such as through 
Net Gear etc.  

We are going to start a Prayer, Praise & Worship time on Wednesday, June 24th at 8:00 pm.  This can last anywhere from 30-60 
minutes and will be a time of encouragement.    We will see how this goes and may decide to go to a different location each 
Wednesday, such as the assisted living or finding other places such as parks or downtown areas to host this.  Roger will also check 
with the Senior high LOGOS to see if one of these Wednesdays we could honor the seniors from this year’s graduates. 

The Cherry Co Fair is still scheduled for this fall, but no one has contacted the praise band yet to see if they needed us to play for 
Friday, Saturday, or for the worship service on Sunday.  More news to follow at a later date on this. 

Pastor AG does not want to do any funerals in the Church until we are in phase 3 so that would be sometime after July 12th.  He sug-
gests doing gravesite services with a memorial service planned for a later date. 

Jim Edwards offered to fill the candles again with oil because he saw that no one was doing it in advance anymore.  We welcome Jim 
and thank him for being in charge of this each week. 

Lila inquired who would be locking up the church following services and making sure lights are out, bathrooms are checked, and 
lights shut off.  In the past, we have had the Pastor do this.  Pastor AG is usually gone before the people leave so he will try to come 
back and make sure we are secure, unless he is the last one to leave. 

 

Submitted by Lila O’Keefe 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Bitner 7/2, Aluxyn Hollenbeck 7/2, Deb Jackson 7/2, Jayden Hollenbeck 7/4,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bill Peterson 7/5, Gale Simmons 7/5, Tyler Bachelor 7/6, Donna Billings 7/7, Katherine Cox 7/8, Kevin Klein 7/8,  

Thurston Ravenscroft 7/8, Ava Reagle 7/8, Susan Andersen 7/10, Vicky Graeff 7/11, Duane Kime 7/12,  

Debra Reagle 7/12, Kaden Garwood 7/14, Nancy Miller 7/14, Harley Thorpe 7/14, Claudia Sharkey 7/15,  

Katie Thompson 7/15, Jill Austin 7/16, Emma Richards 7/16, Natalie Dunn 7/17, Dallas Parker,7/17,  

Justin Simmons 7/18, Tylee Tinant 7/20, Jodi Hollenbeck 7/22, Abbey Jacobs 7/23, Leighton Reagle 7/23,  

Colleen Gibson 7/26, Bonnie Price7/27,  Jordan Garvin 7/28,  Mark Hoefs 7/28, Rusty Kieborz 7/28,  

Kyle Bachelor 7/29, Lonnie Coleman 7/29, Katie Brill 7/30, Robin McMurtrey 7/31   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ryan & Jade Swihart 7/2, Dan & Darlene Publow 7/13, Tanner & Kristina Tool 7/23 Deon & Michelle Tinant 7/26, Jerry & Connie 
Rhoades 7/29, Rex & Gale Simmons 7/31  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“The Upper Room” and “Our 
Daily Bread” are available in 
the foyer during regular of-
fice hours. 
 

“The Office” 

Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:   

8:00am – 1:00pm 

Tuesday: 11:30 – 1:00 

Friday:  Closed 

CONTACT INFORMATION AND WEB-

SITE 

EMAIL: theoffice@qwestoffice.net 

PHONE: 402-376-3473 

WEBSITE: www.umcvalentine.com 

FACEBOOK: Valentine UMC @valentineumc 
 

The SUMM Newsletter is sent by email or mail.  If you 

would prefer different from how you are receiving it OR if 

you want to be taken off the list, please contact “The Office”.   

theoffice@qwestoffice.net or phone 402-376-3473 

 

mailto:office@qwestoffice.net
mailto:office@qwestoffice.net
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Valentine United Methodist Church 
  

Website: http://umcvalentine.com 
 
 
 
 

http://umcvalentine.com/

